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According to Jon M. Shepard, from the Sociology and You 
Textbook, 

“Mass media offers children ideas about the values in their 
society by providing images of achievement and success, activity 

and work, equality and democracy.”
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Initial Research Question
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How are the prominent character traits in different genres 
of cartoons targeting 5-8 year olds?
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University of Missouri, St. Louis

Milne Library

Dialogue + Physical Movement = 
Character.

Victor Battistich 

What Makes a Main Character?
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What are the character traits in 
different genres of cartoons targeting 

5-8 year olds?

Final Research Question…

Gl, V. (n.d.). Three linear chat speech message bubbles 
with question marks. forum... iStock. Retrieved March 

21, 2023, from https://www.istockphoto.com     
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https://www.istockphoto.com/vector/three-linear-chat-speech-message-bubbles-with-question-marks-forum-icon-gm1338942955-419400371


Hypothesis
CHILD DEVELOPMENT

Null
There is no relationship 
between main character 

traits and children’s 
behavioral issues. 

Alternative
Characters portray more 

negative and insincere 
traits that allow children 

to think it is allowed. 
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Methodology

Replicable model of 
factors

Consisted of five 
factors

Alejandro 
Cosentino

Five Factor Model 
of Personality
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Elementary Essentials
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IMAGES RETRIEVED FROM: Positive 
character traits - northernpolarbears.com. (n.d.). 
Retrieved November 18, 2022, from 
https://www.northernpolarbears.com 

https://www.northernpolarbears.com/cms/lib/PA09000074/Centricity/Domain/909/CharacterTraitsvsCharacterEmotionsAdjectiveLists.pdf




TV Genres

Action
● Kim Possible
● Paw Patrol

Fantasy
● My Little Pony

● SpongeBob 
SquarePants

Musical
● Sofia the First
● Mickey Mouse 

Clubhouse

Educational
● Doc McStuffins

● Octonauts

Adventure
● Dora

● Phineas and Ferb
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Bias
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Genre Data: Action 

Red: Positive

Pink: Negative

Green: Neutral



SPONGEBOB 
SQUAREPANTS

MY LITTLE PONY



Genre Data: Fantasy
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OCTONAUTS DOC MCSTUFFINS
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Genre Data: Educational



MICKEY MOUSE SOFIA THE FIRST
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Genre Data: Musical



PHINEAS AND FERB DORA



Genre Data: Adventure
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30%42% 28%

MALE PERCENTAGES

Overall Conclusions

41%31% 28%
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